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Standing on the Mount of Olives and looking south, a panorama 
of beauty opened before your gaze. To your right the hills were 
decked with palm trees spreading their boughs to the gentle breezes 
of the south. In the vales and glens, gardens smiled, filled with plants 
indigenous and exotic. A beautiful scene it was, and amidst all this 
grandeur of nature lay Jerusalem, the city of God. Inclosed by large 
walls and massive fortifications, its towers pierced the sky. Pinnacles 
and mansions told the spectator of wealth and affluence. Jerusalem 
was a beautiful city for location, surroundings, and appearance. But 
its true glory was something else. In this city was the temple of the 
living God, the only place where He would receive sacrifice and 
offering. Here the Sanhedrin, the supreme council of the nation, met 
and deliberated on the welfare of the country; this was the seat of 
learning for the Israelites. Many of the prophets and saints lay 
buried within her walls, many miracles were performed here. God 
was especially gracious towards this city. 

Finally, He sent her His only-begotten Son. He preaches and 
does miracles for about three years, showing her God’s will and 
power. Nothing, certainly, can be more desirable and anxiously 
wished for than this. And Jerusalem in no wise suffered want in 
this respect. Rich in scenery and sights, rich in temporal things, 
Jerusalem also had the best of opportunities to be rich towards God, 
but was not. 

Jesus passed through the cities of Judea for the last time. From 
Jericho He turned His face westward towards this city, until Beth- 
phage, near the Mount of Olives. Here He made preparations for 
His entry into the city before His passion. When on his triumphal 
march, He came near and beheld the city. Viewing the city from 
such an advantageous point where He could gaze upon its beauty 
and glory, we naturally expect Him to exult and to exclaim: 
O beautiful Jerusalem, what a gem thou art, thou city of peace! 
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But what does our text state?, “When He was come near, He be- 
held the city and wept over it” What? Jesus weeping, the great 
God weeping! Jerusalem’s grandeur and glory causes Him to burst 
into tears. Jesus weeps! What a sight! Why does God’s beloved 
Son weep? Is it not well with Jerusalem? Are not her walls strong, 
her fortifications good? Do not the pinnacles and spires of the temple 
glitter as brightly in the morning sun as usual? Do not the people 

. go about their occupation with the same glee and the children bask 
in the rays of the cheering sun with the same gladness as at other 
times? Why does Jesus weep? Standing on yonder mountain, Jesus 
gazes from the present into the near future, and the sight fills His 
heart with mourning and bitterness. The coming fate of Jerusalem 
causes His tears to flow; and it is this fate that He foretells in 
the text. Hence our subject is: 


THE FATE OF JERUSALEM. 


1. A manifestation of God’s wrath, 
2. A proof of God’s justice, 
3. A lesson for us all. 


1 

That the destruction of Jerusalem’ is a manifestation of God’s 
wrath is clearly set forth in the text. We hear our Savior with 
tearful sobs predicting of her: “The days shall come upon thee that 
thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, 
and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even with the 
ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in 
thee one stone upon another.” That is why He wept. He foresaw 
according to His omniscience what would befall this city, and He 
bemoaned this. Mainly three things are predicted: a horrible siege, 
and the utter destruction of the city and of its inhabitants. Forty 
years after this prophecy was uttered by Christ, we find it literally 
fulfilled. The historians of those times give an exact account of the 
fall of Jerusalem. Thirty-three years after Jesus’ death on the cross, 
the Jews went to war with the Romans to whom they were subject. 
It was a sad time, and the air was filled with rumors of wars, 
revolutions, famines, earthquakes, and the like. The Jews were un- 
successful, the Romans defeating them in battle, devastating the 
country, and burning the cities. This continued until the year 70. 
The people flocked to Jerusalem from all parts of Judea, believing 
to be safe back of her strong walls. It was Easter, and many were 
come to the passover. Titus, the commander-in-chief of the Romans, 
noticed this and judged the time appropriate to besiege the city. At 
once he set about to cast a trench about the doomed city. In vain 
the Jews tried to hinder this; the trench was completed, the soldiers 
were divided and detached to all parts. Jerusalem was compassed 
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round about; no escape was possible; within those walls reigned 
chaos among the visitors and citizens, factions of the meanest kind 
sprang up and gasped after authority, the city was divided against 
itself, citizen killing citizen. In a short time a horrid famine raged, 
so that a noblewoman killed her own child and prepared it for a 
meal for herself and others. The famine was followed by pestilence 
and infectious diseases, and in a short time the city was overfilled 
with decomposing corpses, thus causing an unbearable stench. At the 
end of the siege it was found that eleven thousand had died of the 
famine, and no less number had committed suicide. The sum total 
of all that came to death during the wars and the siege was one 
million five hundred thousand. Compare this number with any other 
of great wars, and you will understand its ghastly meaning. In the 
late German-French war, it is estimated, one hundred and twenty-five 
thousand came to death, and this war has been called the greatest 
of wars. One hundred and twenty-five thousand — one million five 
hundred thousand: what a difference! Such was the loss of life 
during the siege of five months. The city and the temple were de- 
stroyed by fire. Titus wanted the soldiers to spare the temple; but 
it was doomed and had to be destroyed even contrary to his command. 
When he rode triumphingly into the destroyed city and saw the great 
towers built of immense blocks of stone, he exclaimed: “With the 
aid of God we have conquered! It was God that drove the Jews 
out of these bulwarks; for what could men do against such towers 2?” 

Dearly beloved, perhaps no city of the world had gone through 
so many sieges and had been destroyed so terribly and had ex- 
perienced so great disasters in the course of time as Jerusalem, the 
most exalted city of the East. Nevertheless, the days of restoration 
came on which she arose from her sackcloth and ashes and budded 
forth like a beautiful flower; but now not one stone was left upon 
another, only a few shattered towers of the walls were left to tell 
the traveler that once there had been an inhabited city; the people, 
however, were cast out of the rank of nations, and the residue with 
their descendants were scattered over the face of the whole earth, 
where we find them still to-day. 

This, truly, is a manifestation of God’s wrath, unequaled in 
history, and will be until the coming of Jesus Christ to judge the 
world, a judgment which Jerusalem’s fall prefigures. And yet we 
have heard of God’s wrath over Jerusalem in one respect only. It 
is more appalling as regarded in a spiritual manner. ‘Jesus weeping, 
prays: “If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, 
the things which belong unto thy peace! But now they are hid from 
thine eyes.” The awfulness of God’s wrath is seen here. The Jews 
would harden themselves, closing their ears against all entreaties 
to repent, as Pharach did. Had they known God’s wrath and 
acknowledged it and repented, then, though the city would have 
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been demolished and the nation ruined, they would have saved their 
immortal souls. But after the little flock of Christians, remembering 
their Savior’s saying, fled from Jerusalem to Pella, there was none 
that smote upon his breast and thought that this was God’s punish- 
ment of Israel’s sins. Instead of acknowledging the Romans as 
God’s avengers, they considered them but the cause of their misery, 
to remove which their patriotism drove them on. In the midst of 
this manifestation of wrath they still considered themselves God’s 
chosen people, relied upon their own righteousnesses and the im- 
possibility to be forsaken of God, and proudly and scorningly re- 
jected the proffered conditions of surrender and pardon. Thus they 
became blinder and blinder the brighter the flames of God’s wrath 
burned; they became ever more callous the heavier God’s hand lay 
upon them, until at last all mercy before God and man ceased and 
the hardened nation thrust itself through with God’s sword of 
vengeance, and in large numbers were devoured by the jaws of 
death and hell. 

The residue continued in spiritual darkness, and in this appalling 
condition their descendants are up to the present hour—a warning 
to the world. Serving with heart and soul the god mammon, the 
Jew either rejects Jesus of Nazareth and expects another Messiah 
who will restore the ancient glory of Israel, or he is given to the 
ungodly spirit of the times, casting law and promise aside. Once 
in a while you hear of a Jew brought to the knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, but it is seldom. Learn here, my friends, 
of the fate of Jerusalem and the Jew the greatness of God’s wrath 
which is without a parallel in the history of nations. The people 
that God had blessed above all the rest, and unto whom He had shown 
incomprehensible love and mercy, He hurled into the dust; unto the 
people that He had shown the greatest favor He finally manifested the 
greatest wrath — and this is a proof of His justice. 


2. 

In the Old Testament God had shown this nation great love. 
When in Egypt it was suffering under the rod of oppression and 
yearning after liberty, God led it forth with a mighty arm into the 
land promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the land of Canaan. 
Here He gave them success in battle so that with ‘ease they over- 
threw the enemies and took from them the country. He gave them 
a Moses, by whom He proclaimed His Law; He gave them a Joshua, 
a man mighty in battle. He sent them judges in times of danger; 
and when they desired it, He gave them kings, among whom David 
and Solomon were foremost. The country was rich. God blessed it 
with abundant harvests, with riches and affluence. He sent them 
prophets who told them His will and commands. Wonderful were 
the mercies He heaped upon Israel; His loving-kindness seemed to 
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have no end. Yet they continued in their evil ways. They would 
not hearken unto Him. For a time they cleaved unto the Almighty 
and then forsook Him again, so that Jesus exclaims with broken 
heart: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and 
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate!” . 

Finally, God sent them His dearly beloved Son. Him they took 
and with cruel hands nailed to the tree. O shame! The Messiah 
for whom the believing Israelite had looked with longing heart they 
take and kill. Still God’s mercy was not at an end. On Pentecost 
the apostles preached forgiveness for this great sin, and we know 
from Acts that three thousand accepted this forgiveness, and after- 
wards several more thousands, and were thus spared from wrath 
and eternally saved. But the crucifixion of the Son of God was not, 
in itself, the real cause of this wrath. 

Our text gives the real reason in the words of Christ: “If thou 
hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which 
belong unto thy peace! But now they are hid from thine eyes.” 
What great things had not God done unto this nation since their 
going out from Egypt until the promised Messiah appeared on earth! 
It was a time of visitation when God Himself appeared in human 
flesh and lived among men as Abraham’s seed, proclaiming the. way 
of salvation and seeking as the Good Shepherd the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. But Israel knew not the time of its visitation, and 
therefore considered not the things which belonged unto its peace. 
They would not know it. It was hid from their eyes; with hearing 
ears they heard not, and with seeing eyes they saw not. 

Why did they not know the time of their visitation? Why did 
they not know that if God offers grace and it is rejected, His wrath 
will be upon them? Because they did not hearken to the call and 
admonition: “Repent!” They were disgusted with this word, for 
nothing is more repulsive to man than repentance. This word they 
hated, it touched their proud and vain heart; they rested on their 
own righteousness, confided in their works, and vainly dreamt that 
God would accept them for the work which they had performed. Or 
if any one saw the need of repentance because he lived as a publican 
and a sinner, he loved sin too well to change his life and to walk in 
the path of righteousness. As long as a person does not hearken to 
the call: “Repent!” he knows nothing of the Gospel, knows not the 
time of visitation, knows not the things which belong unto his peace; 
on the contrary, he becomes more darkened. A Savior like Jesus is 
against his taste, and instead of receiving the proffered grace, he 
rejects it and finally turns out to be a persecutor of Christ and of 
those that preach Him. 
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This was the case especially with the Jews. John the Baptist 
preached repentance, for God’s kingdom was at hand. Jesus for three 
long years preached repentance. On Palm Sunday, when He rode 
into Jerusalem, the people were moved with astonishment; yet they 
repented not, but continued, as the text tells us, in impenitence. 
Jesus went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold 
therein, and them that bought, saying unto them: “It is written, 
My house is the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of 
'thieves.” The temple, the holy place, where God dwelt, was used for 
buying and selling. It was business that the Jew had on his mind. 
What is the Gospel to me? If I can make some money out of it, 
well and good! thought he. So he put up his tables of change 
within the temple of God. Woe unto the men that do this! Woe 
unto the church that is guilty of this! Woe, thrice woe, to the 
preacher that does not denounce this; for it is written: God’s house 
is the house of prayer, and not a den of thieves, where buying and 
selling is going on, connected with swindling and cheating. In vain 
did Christ preach daily in the temple, for the chief priests and the 
scribes and the chief of the people nevertheless sought to destroy Him. 
They knew not their miserable condition, they deceived themselves, 
and they suffered in consequence of their error. Because they 
hearkened not to the call to repentance, they knew not the time of 
their visitation; and God’s wrath against them had to be as great as 
His love to them had been. Rest assured, dear friend, God is just, 
and He deals with individuals, with cities, with nations, with coun- 
tries, with the whole world in accordance with strict justice. Oh, 
“how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out!” 


oe 

Finally, here is a lesson for us all. Scriptures represent the fall 
of Jerusalem as the prelude to the awful destruction of the world. 
Though among all the visitations and judgments of God which sweep 
over this world none surpasses the one that came over Jerusalem, — 
for this one remains without an equal unto the end of time, —and 
though the greatest judgments be intermingled with much forbear- 
ance, nevertheless, there will come a day for every one of us and for 
the whole world where God’s forbearance will give way to His justice, 
where wrath and love shall be separate, where man will either be 
placed into the realms of love or be surrounded by the billows of 
wrath. For the individual this is the day of death, for the world it 
is the day of judgment. 

Draw the conclusion, then: If the wrath over Jerusalem alone 
was but a prelude, but a symbol of the coming day of wrath, how 
terrible, how fearful a thing is it to fall into the hands of the living 
God! May he therefore who has lived without repentance not add 
more wrath against that day, but smite upon his breast and say, “God, 
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be merciful to me, a sinner!” Behold, you can yet be saved. To-day, 
if you will hear His voice, harden not your heart as the Israelites 
did! Behold, Christ Jesus weepeth, weepeth over thee, O mortal man, 
who trustest in thine own righteousness! Behold, how much grace 
God has shown you by having you hear of His wrath that you may 
escape it by hastening to the loving arms of Christ, where you shall 
find the things which belong unto your peace in the hour of death 
and in the day of judgment. 

And you, dear Christian, learn from this the fate of such as 
once believed and then gave up their faith how awful it is, how 
hardened their hearts become, so that they think they can trample 
God’s commands under foot, and that everything must work as they 
want it. See the Jew; he did not want the Savior sent him by God, 
and look at his fate! See the Christian that will not walk in God’s 
ways, and look at his fate! Then look at yourself and pray: God, 
give me grace that I may live according to Thy commands, and be 
attentive to hear them! 


Did Christ o’er sinners weep? 
And shall our cheeks be dry? 
Let floods of penitential grief 
Burst forth from every eye. 


The Son of God in tears 
Angels with wonder see. 

Be thou astonished, O my soul, 
He shed those tears for thee! 


He wept that we might weep; 
Each sin deserves a tear. 

In heaven alone no sin is found, 
And there’s no weeping there. 


Amen. 
F. W. Apams; contrib. by O. K. 


u - 


Sermon for Mission Festival. 
2 Cor. 5,.19. 


The primary objeet of our mission festivals is not, as many 
suppose, to raise money. Of course, we need money, and a great deal 
of it, to carry on our missions. Have you ever thought of the vast 
extent of the missionary labors of our Synod? Let me but state 
that we carry on missions not only in our own country, but also in 
many foreign lands. We have missions in India, in far-away Asia. 
We have missions on the other side of the globe, in distant Australia 
and New Zealand. We have missions in Germany and in England; 
to the north of us in Canada, to the south of us in Brazil and in 
the Argentine Republic. Add to these the missions in our own 
country. We conduct missions in German and in English. We have 
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missions among the negroes and the Indians, the Esthonians, Lithu- 
anians, and the Poles, the Persians and the Jews, and also among 
those unfortunates, the deaf-mutes. In our large cities we have slum 
missions. We conduct missions for the immigrants in the ports of 
New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Galveston. Besides all of 
these missions, every district of our Synod carries on missionary work 
within its own bounds, in German and in English. In our own 
Kansas District we have 122 missionary posts which are supplied by 
40 different men. Verily, the missionary work of our Synod is ex- 
tensive and varied. And it takes money, and a great deal of it, to 
carry on this work. But the wonder is, not that it costs so much, 
but that it does not cost more. 

Yet, in spite of all this, I say, the primary object of our mission 
festivals is not to raise money; that is but a secondary matter. The 
primary object of our mission festivals is to create and to foster the 
missionary spirit and zeal. The missionary spirit is a spirit of thank- 
fulness towards God for the mercies bestowed upon us through Jesus 
Christ, and of love and compassion towards our fellow-men who have 
not yet heard, or who no longer hear, the saving Gospel of Christ. 
Wherever this missionary spirit is found, there will be also missionary 
zeal, the burning desire to carry the Gospel of grace to those afar off, 
and thus to bring them to Christ and salvation. There also the hands 
will be willing, nay, anxious, to offer all the money needed to carry 
on this holy campaign for the glory of Christ and the salvation of 
sinners. If we succeed in arousing and keeping alive the missionary 
spirit, we need not worry about the money; that will flow in pro- 
portion to the ardor of our missionary spirit. Therefore the main 
object of our mission festivals is to create and to foster the missionary 
spirit in our hearts. God grant me His Holy Spirit that I may, at 
least in a measure, succeed in attaining this object with you in this 
hour. I shall now, from our text, present to you. 


TWO FACTS THAT SHOULD MAKE US ZEALOUS IN MISSIONARY 
WORK: 
1. In Christ God is reconciled to the whole world; 
2. God hath committed unto us the Word of Reconciliation. 


ik, 

Our text states: “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.” It is here stated 
of God that He reconciled the world unto Himself. What does that 
word “reconcile” mean? To reconcile means “to restore to friend- 
ship.” Reconciliation, then, presupposes estrangement. Reconcili- 
ation cannot take place between persons who are living in peace and 
friendship with each other, but only between persons who have be- 
come estranged, where friendship, and love, and harmony have been 
supplanted by enmity, hatred, and discord. Now our text says: “God 
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reconciled the world unto Himself.” That means, there must have 
been enmity between God and man, the relation of love and friend- 
ship must have been disturbed. 

What was it that caused the estrangement between God and man? 
We learn that from our text. For there it is said that God, in 
reconciling the world unto Himself, did not impute their trespasses 
unto them. So it must have been the trespasses of the world that 
caused the estrangement between God and the world. And thus it 
indeed is. “Your iniquities have separated between you and your 
God,” Is. 59, 2, says the Lord God of Israel. 

Yes, sin separated God from man. God had created man perfect 
and righteous and holy. There was, therefore, originally no enmity 
between God and man, no discord, no estrangement. But man will- 
fully and deliberately transgressed the Law of his God and Maker. 
He sinned. And now, in place of the former friendship, and love, 
and harmony, there is enmity, discord, and hatred between God and 
man. God’s wrath is kindled against man. For God is a righteous 
and just God. He cannot and does not suffer man to transgress His 
Law with impunity. He threatens to punish all that transgress His 
commandments. He majestically pronounces the verdict: ‘Cursed 
is every one,” ete., Gal. 3, 10. That is the death-sentence of us all. 
“For there is no difference; for all have sinned,” Rev. 3, 22. The 
world, the whole world, lies under the curse of God and is doomed 
to eternal perdition. 

But behold the boundless love of God, a love surpassing all under- 
standing! Our text tells us, “God reconciled the world unto Him- 
self.” Who else but God could have done that? Man could not do it. 
To reconcile God unto the world, the demands of God’s Law must be 
perfectly fulfilled in spirit and in letter. Could you, could any man 
do that? Divine justice must be complied with and atonement made 
for the sins of the world. No man could do that. None but God 
Himself could reconcile the world unto God. And God has done just 
this seemingly impossible thing. “God reconciled the world unto Him- 
self,” says our text. 

How did He do that? Our text tells us how: “God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world,” etc. That is the miracle of divine 
love; “God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son,” 
John 3, 16. “God spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up 
for us all,” Rom. 8, 32. In Jesus of Nazareth, Mary’s son, God’s 
Son was made man. Jesus of Nazareth is the very Son of God. 
And in Him, through Him, God reconciled the world unto Himself. 

And how? The Apostle tells us in the second verse following 
our text: “God hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin,” etc., 
2 Cor. 5, 21. That is the mystery of our salvation: God made His 
own Son to be the substitute of all mankind, and the Son willingly 
and cheerfully became the substitute. He took upon His shoulders 


122 SERMON FOR MISSION FESTIVAL. 


the burden of the world’s sin. He assumed for man the full obligation 
of the divine Law. And because He was the Son of God, He was 
able to render full and complete obedience to the Law. He was also 
able to bear the wrath of God and the punishment which the world 
ought to have suffered. He died upon Calvary, on the accursed tree, 
for the sins of the world. And since He is the Son of God, His 
sacrifice was sufficient to atone for the sins of the world. “By His 
blood He has obtained eternal redemption for us,” Hebr. 9, 12. In 
witness thereof the Father raised Him from the dead on the third 
day. Yea, of a truth, “God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.” God is 
reconciled to the world, the whole world. The barrier which separated 
between God and man has fallen. God again looks with favor upon 
this fallen race of sinners. 

And this fact, I say, is a powerful incentive for us to be zealous 
in the work of mission, proclaiming the mercies of God, and rescuing 
blood-bought souls from perdition. Millions upon millions do not 
yet know that God :s reconciled to them. Some live in spiritual 
stupor, not thinking of death, the judgment, and eternity. Such 
people must be roused from their stupor and be brought to realize 
the gravity of their situation so that they begin to look about for 
salvation and to ask, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Acts 
2, 37. There are others who realize the gravity of the situation, but 
they err in this, that they imagine they must yet win the favor of 
God. They do not know that God already is reconciled to them 
through the blood of Jesus. So they set about trying to reconcile 
God to themselves by their own works. Of course, they do not suc- 
ceed. For “by the deeds of the Law there shall be no flesh justified 
in God’s sight,” Rom. 3, 20. And “as many as are of the works of 
the Law are under the curse,” Gal. 3, 10. And thus they rush head- 
long into eternal perdition. For them Christ has died in vain. 

Now we, my friends, by the grace of God know that God long 
ago ws reconciled to sinners, that we need do and work nothing, 
absolutely nothing, to win the favor of God. Oh, must our hearts 
then not burn with holy zeal and ardent desire to publish these glad 
tidings to all the world, “to-wit, that God was in Christ,” ete.; that 
salvation is prepared and ready for them; that there is no necessity 
for any one to perish?— You know the story of the rich man and 
the poor beggar Lazarus. The rich man was clothed in purple and 
fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. Before his door lay 
Lazarus, sick, poor, clad in rags, and hungry, desiring to be fed 
with the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table. The rich man, 
however, paid no attention to poor Lazarus. He might die and 
perish in poverty and want as far as the rich man was concerned. 
In reading that story, what impression did you get of the rich man? 
Did you not, as often as you read or heard that story, say within 
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yourselves: “What a selfish, heartless wretch!”? My friends, could 
anything less be said of us who sit at the full board of God’s grace 
and enjoy the treasures of His house if we were so indifferent to 
the eternal welfare of our fellow-men as not to publish far and near 
that grand and saving truth: “God was in Christ,” ete.? Verily, 
if we are at all impressed with the fact that God has loved all men, 
that Christ has redeemed them all, then we shall and must be zealous 
in spreading the glad tidings to the ends of the earth. “We cannot 
but speak the things which we have seen and heard,” Acts 4, 20. 


2. 

The more so, since God hath committed unto us the Word of 
Reconciliation. This is the second fact which must make us Chris- 
tians zealous in missionary work. 

“God hath committed unto us the Word of Reconciliation,” says 
the Apostle. What is that? It is simply the Gospel of the grace of 
God in Christ Jesus; the glad tidings that God is reconciled to the 
world through Jesus Christ, and that whosoever believes in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. It is the glad message 
that sinners shall not be lost, but be saved through faith, through 
reliance upon the merits of Christ. That is the Word of Recon- 
ciliation. ; 

This Word of Reconciliation is committed unto us, says the 

' Apostle. Who are the “us”? Paul is speaking primarily of himself 
and the other apostles. To them the Word of Reconciliation had 
been committed in a special sense. But the Word of Reconciliation, 
the Gospel, is committed not only to them, but in general to all 
Christians, to the entire Christian Church on earth, and to every 
individual member of it, to every one of us, too. 

And what should we do with it? Should we hoard it, lock it up 
in a strong-box, and be careful lest by any chance others get a share 
.of it? Not so, my friends! The Master says: “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature,” Mark 16, 15. That 

.is what we should do with the Gospel, — we should preach, publish, 
proclaim it. It has been entrusted to us, not. that we hoard it, but 
that we should disseminate it. It is a seed, and that seed should 
be sown that it may bear fruit. And the acre, the field, is the world. 
We should preach the Gospel to all nations. It should be preached 
in every language and tongue, to every race and tribe on earth, 
to the people of every walk and station of life. 

For the Gospel, the Gospel alone, can save them. True, God is 
reconciled to all the world. Forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation 
are prepared and ready for all sinners. But each and every in- 
dividual sinner must personally and for himself get into possession 
of this salvation wrought for all by Christ. What good does a bag 
of gold do you unless you get your share of it? In like manner, 
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of what benefit is the salvation obtained by Christ for all sinners 
without exception unless the individual sinner shares in it, gets 
possession of it? Here is where the Word of Reconciliation, the 
Gospel, enters in. For it is not merely a narrative, a history, of 
Christ and of the manner in which He obtained salvation. “It does 
not merely tell about this salvation, but it gives and conveys sal- 
vation. It is expressly called “the power of God unto salvation,” 
Rom. 1, 16. It is “spirit and is life,” John 6, 63.— By nature no 
man knows anything of the Gospel. And when it is preached to him, 
it seems utter foolishness to him. The idea of a crucified God, of a 
Savior who died the death of a criminal on the cross! No, natural 
man wants nothing of such a God and such a Savior. But that 
is the wonderful power inherent in the Gospel, it opens man’s eyes 
that he sees, this Jesus, in spite of His humility, is the Son of God 
and the Savior of the world. It regenerates and converts man. It 
makes believers out of unbelievers. It wins the sinner for Christ 
so that from a fervent heart he adores and worships the Savior: 
“Thou, O Christ, art all I want; More than all in Thee I find; 
Grace to cover all my sin. Thou art my Lord and my God.” Be- 
hold, the Gospel, and the Gospel alone, works this. The Gospel, and 
the Gospel alone, is able to save the souls of men. Therefore all 
men need the Gospel, the Word of Reconciliation. 

And now remember, my friends, this very thing, the Word of 
Reconciliation, the saving Gospel, has been committed to us, and 
committed to us for the very purpose that we should preach it to all 
nations. We have in our possession the one and only remedy that 
can bring to this race of sinners, sick unto death with sin, the 
healing of their souls. Now, if there is within our hearts but a 
spark of gratitude towards God and of love towards our fellow-men 
for whom Christ died no less than for us, what must we do? Oh, 
what else could we do but bring the healing balm of the Gospel to 
all that are still without it or no longer have it? In a word, we 
will ever be zealous in missionary work. What would you say of a 
person who had in his possession an unfailing remedy for that dread 
disease, pulmonary consumption, but who from selfishness or in- 
difference would refuse to make this remedy known to suffering and 
dying humanity? Would you not call him a heartless wretch? No 
less might truthfully be said of us if we were to be sluggish and 
cold in spreading the Word of Life.— Remember, this Word has 
been committed to us with the express command to preach it to all 
creatures. On the day of judgment we shall have to give account 
of our stewardship, whether we have been faithful in the discharge 
also of this duty to preach the Gospel to every creature. 

Oh, then, my friends, let us show all diligence to be faithful 
stewards of the Word! Let us be zealous in carrying out our divinely 
appointed life’s work, the spreading of the Gospel! 1 Pet. 2, 9b. 
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Go out, every one of you, and be missionaries! . Tell the people far 
and near that God was in Christ, etc. Be ambassadors for Christ, 
urging all you can reach to be reconciled to God through Christ. 
Send others out in your stead to those whom you personally cannot 
reach. Support to the extent of your ability, with your prayers and 
also with your financial aid, all efforts to spread the saving Word, 
and to preserve it where it is preached now. Do it for the love of 
your fellow-man. Do it for the love of your God who not only 
desires you to be saved, but who has reconciled the whole world unto 
Himself, and wills that all men should come to the knowledge of 
truth and be saved. God fill your hearts with burning missionary 
zeal! Amen. THEO. BUNDENTHAL. 


Nore. — This sermon was preached before a German congregation. The 
English audience was composed principally of such as were either affiliated 
with some sectarian church. or had no church connection whatever. The 
occasion seemed to the author a real missionary occasion. For this reason 
so much prominence was given to the presentation of the order of salvation. 
TH. B: 


Funeral Sermon. 
Pain; 1; 21. 


The deceased having been a model wife, mother, and neighbor, 
you might expect of me a eulogy upon her virtues and good deeds. 
But that would not be a Christian funeral sermon. We Christians 
do not praise ourselves, nor do we expect or wish others to sing our 
praises after death. Or, the. deceased having been respected and 
loved by all who knew her, a woman whom we would gladly have 
kept among us and who will be sadly missed by husband, children, 
and our whole congregation, and a host of friends, you might expect 
of me a lamentation upon the great loss we have sustained. But 
that would not be a Christian funeral sermon. A Christian’s death 
is not loss. “For me to live is Christ, to die is gain,” says the 
Apostle. 

True it is that death is not in all cases a gain. To the un- 
believing, death is a total loss. They lose their money, their riches, 
their joys and pleasures, and all their expectations perish with them 
in death. Their life is lost, and they are lost. They are cast out 
into outer darkness where there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. They open their eyes after death in hell and torment. 

But this loss has not befallen our departed sister. She was no 
unbeliever, but, by the grace of God, a Christian. ’Tis true, she was 
a sinner, like all of us, but in baptism she was by faith ingrafted 
into Christ, who knew no sin and who was made to be sin for us. 
She knew as well as any one else “that in herself, that is, in her 
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flesh, dwelt no good thing,” and she therefore relied for salvation not 
upon her own being and thinking and willing and doing, but upon 
the life and the suffering and the death of her Savior Jesus Christ. 
And that her faith was not merely a faith of the head and the 
mouth, so common among so-called Christians of our days, was so 
clearly evidenced by her life that I need not here enlarge upon 
this fact. 

And so I say: Her death is gain, gain in every respect. In 
‘the first place, gain to herself. All troubles and trials and temptations 
of this life, all pain, all sickness, all sorrows of this vale of tears, 
are past. She is now with Christ in heaven, and now has and enjoys 
what she here believed and hoped for: a bliss, a happiness so great 
that mortal tongue cannot describe it, for “eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man the things that 
God hath prepared for them that love Him.” 

But perhaps you will say, Death was indeed gain to her, but 
the family has sustained an irretrievable loss. And, indeed, much 
has been taken away from them for a short time, and they will miss 
the departed wife and mother and shed many an affectionate tear to 
her memory. But still, looking upon this Christian’s death in a 
Christian way, we must here also say, as paradoxical as it may seem: 
The Christian’s death is gain. And the gain is this, that they here 
have before their very eyés the proof that the faith of their mother, 
which is also, I sincerely hope, their own faith, is not a deception 
which must vanish in the presence of death as snow in the midday 
sun, but that it is, in reality, the power of God unto salvation unto 
every one that believeth. What an inducement to them to continue 
in the footsteps of their mother, if they do not look upon the suffering 
of the last half year,—which is now past and turned to bliss and 
happiness, — but remember her as the humble, believing, confiding 
Christian, bearing her cross without murmuring, deriving hope and 
consolation from the Word of God and the Holy Sacrament, im- 
plicitly trusting that her Savior had done all things well and would 
deliver her from every evil work and preserve her unto His heavenly 
kingdom. 

But the church, the congregation, has lost a dear member? No, 
we have not lost her, but have, in truth, won and gained her for 
Christ, the Head of the Church. As a school does not expect for- 
ever to keep the children that have entered it, but only until they 
can be promoted to a higher institution of learning, so the Church 
of Christ knows that its end and aim here on earth is to supply 
graduates to that University on High where we shall know God 
even as we are known of Him. The Church is pictured in old paint- 
ings as a ship that ferries its passengers over the troubled waves 
and billows of Time into the safe harbor of Eternity. As long as 
a Christian sojourns upon this earth, there is danger of still losing 
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him, of seeing him succumb to the temptations of Satan and the 
sinful pleasures and the vanities of this wicked world. But when a 
Christian has closed his eyes in death, departing this life in true 
faith, that danger is past; he is won, he is safely delivered into the 
loving arms of Christ out of which no man shall ever pluck him. 

And, in fine, even to wnbelievers the death of a Christian is often- 
times gain. You know that in the first three centuries the Chris- 
tians were persecuted by the heathen emperors of Rome. Untold 
numbers lost their lives as a result of heathen fury and fanaticism. 
But they went forward to the most painful deaths rejoicing and 
singing hymns of praise. And behold! the blood of the martyrs 
became the seed of the Church. Their heathen executioners, per- 
ceiving in their life and death the grandeur of the Christian religion, 
themselves often embraced and professed Christianity. And eternity 
alone will disclose how many unbelievers have since the days of the 
martyrs, through all the centuries, been gained by the pious life 
and cheerful death of the believers in our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. j 

And if but one in this large audience who has until now traveled 
the broad way that leads to destruction, giving no attention to the 
salvation of his soul, is by this death prompted to stand still in his 
mad race and to ponder upon the uncertainty of life and the certainty 
of death and judgment; if but one who has until now despised Christ, 
who lived, and suffered, and died also for his sins, perhaps relying 
for salvation upon his own supposed righteousness and good works, — ~ 
I say, if but one such is led to repent and accept Christ as his one 
and only Savior from death and damnation, then the death of this 
Christian will be a gain to that soul which all the treasures of the 
world cannot equal. “For what is a man profited if he shall gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give 
in exchange for his soul?” 

God grant that it be not only one, but many! Amen. 

THEO, MACKENSEN. 


Sermon Outline for Ninth Sunday after Trinity. 
Luxe 16, 1—9. 


Seems strange: “The lord commended the unjust steward,” v. 8. 
Usually entirely different examples: God: “As your Father,” Luke 
6, 36; “Even as your Father,” Matt. 5, 45—48. Christ: “Mind which 
was in Christ Jesus,” Phil. 2, 5; “Even as Christ, so also ye,” 
Col. 3,.13. “Christ leaving us an example, that we should follow 
His steps,” 1 Pet. 2, 21. The apostles themselves: “Be followers of 
me... have us for an ensample.” Phil. 3, 17. Holy men: “This did 
not Abraham,” John 8, 40; “Whose faith follow,” Hebr. 13, 7. — 
Now here an unjust steward! In what follow him? In his un- 
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righteousness? Only ignorance or ill will! Seventh Commandment 
not destroyed, Matt. 5,17. Plainly contrasts “children of this world” 
and “children of light,” v. 8; their generation and your generation. 
States point of comparison: “had done wisely.” That we are to 
learn. 

LEARN WISDOM OF THE UNJUST STEWARD! 


1. As he did, so acknowledge the deplorable condition you are in. 

Was steward; goods entrusted to him. These he “wasted.” Is 
caught and unmasked. “Give account!” Punishment threatened. 

What does he do? Deny? Try to forget and dissuade himself? 
Make himself believe: not so serious? No, he is frightened, knows 
and acknowledges the seriousness of his condition. One thought 
haunts him by day and by night: “What shall I do?’ 

So we are stewards of God over the manifold gifts of God, all 
that we have and are. Are unjust stewards. Sinners. Are told so. 
Accused. Day for account is set. Law and conscience testify. Judg- 
ment and punishment. 

What foolishness, then, to try to deny guilt, to forget it, to 
avoid all serious thoughts! Sin not so bad, threatening not meant 
so seriously, punishment not so hard. Run the risk.— No, ac- 
knowledge, repent of, your sins. Be wise! 

2. As he did, so look for help out of your helplessness. 

Steward in a plight. “What shall I do?” 

He does not despair: There is nothing to be done; no hope. 
End his life like Judas. Does not try to forget about it as being 
a hopeless case. 

Nor does he live on in the carelessness and stupor of a brute, 
enjoying life, and the good things of this life, as long as both last, 
and then suffer what cannot be avoided. No, that one thought pos- 
sesses him, sleepless he lies upon his couch and arises with this one 
thought: “What shall I do?’ and does not rest until he can say: 
“T am resolved what to do.” 

. And the plan he forms is a wicked one, but effective. It will 
save him from starving; he will be “received into their houses,” v. 4. 
He is prepared for the day of account, does not fear it. 

~~ So we should “work out our own salvation with fear and 
trembling,” Phil. 2, 12. Not despair, not try to forget, not enjoy 
life as long as it will last, and then suffer whatever may come. Not 
employ ineflective means of self-help, ete. 

God holds out a way to us: repentance and faith. Christ the 
friend who is willing to receive us into His house when we fail. 
‚And not because we have reduced the amount on His bills, but 
because He has blotted out the handwriting that was against us, 
Col. 2, 14. Then we have peace with God, Rom. 5, 1. 

3. As he did, seek this help at once. 

Does not say: Circumstances are embarrassing, but there is no 
hurry. Some time something will have to be done. No, the question, 
“What shall I do?” takes hold on his mind at once, and he does 
not rest until he can say, “I am resolved what to do.” And he 
loses no time in carrying out his plans. He even urges his benefactors 
to sit down quickly and write, v. 6. Learn this wisdom! How many 
act foolishly! No time now, too young; when old, sick, when death 
approaches, ete. — Certainty of death and judgment, uncertainty of 
time. “To-day harden not your hearts,” Hebr. 3, 15. “Teach us to 
number our days,” Ps. 90, 12. Harp: 


